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The	
  National	
  Council	
  on	
  Skin	
  Cancer	
  Prevention	
  (National	
  Council)	
  represents	
  the	
  nation’s	
  premier	
  
skin	
  cancer	
  organizations,	
  researchers,	
  clinicians,	
  and	
  advocates	
  for	
  melanoma	
  and	
  skin	
  cancer	
  
prevention.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  National	
  Council	
  supports	
  initiatives	
  and	
  actions	
  that	
  would	
  prohibit	
  indoor	
  tanning	
  for	
  minors,	
  
ensure	
  tanning	
  devices	
  and	
  facilities	
  are	
  properly	
  regulated,	
  and	
  educate	
  consumers	
  about	
  the	
  risks	
  
associated	
  with	
  tanning.	
  	
  

Ultraviolet	
  (UV)	
  radiation	
  emitted	
  from	
  indoor	
  tanning	
  devices	
  is	
  classified	
  as	
  a	
  cause	
  of	
  skin	
  cancer	
  
by	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  Department	
  of	
  Health	
  and	
  Human	
  Services	
  and	
  the	
  World	
  Health	
  Organization’s	
  
International	
  Agency	
  for	
  Research	
  on	
  Cancer.1,2	
  	
  	
  The	
  United	
  States	
  Food	
  and	
  Drug	
  Administration	
  
warns	
  consumers	
  that	
  UV	
  radiation	
  emitted	
  by	
  tanning	
  devices	
  poses	
  serious	
  health	
  risks.3	
  

Skin	
  cancer	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  type	
  of	
  cancer	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States;	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  Americans	
  who	
  
have	
  had	
  skin	
  cancer	
  at	
  some	
  point	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  three	
  decades	
  is	
  estimated	
  to	
  be	
  greater	
  than	
  for	
  all	
  
other	
  cancers	
  combined.4	
  	
  	
  The	
  American	
  Cancer	
  Society	
  estimates	
  76,100	
  new	
  cases	
  of	
  melanoma	
  in	
  
2014	
  and	
  millions	
  of	
  cases	
  of	
  other	
  skin	
  cancers.5	
  	
  	
  Melanoma	
  incidence	
  rates	
  have	
  been	
  increasing	
  
for	
  at	
  least	
  30	
  years	
  and	
  melanoma	
  accounts	
  for	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  skin	
  cancer	
  deaths.5	
  	
  	
  Melanoma	
  
is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  cancers	
  diagnosed	
  among	
  young	
  adults.	
  	
  Currently	
  melanoma	
  is	
  the	
  
second	
  most	
  common	
  form	
  of	
  cancer	
  for	
  young	
  women	
  between	
  the	
  ages	
  of	
  15-­‐29.5	
  	
  	
  An	
  estimated	
  
9,710	
  deaths	
  from	
  melanoma	
  and	
  3,270	
  deaths	
  from	
  other	
  types	
  of	
  skin	
  cancer	
  (not	
  including	
  non-­‐
melanoma	
  skin	
  cancer)	
  are	
  projected	
  to	
  occur	
  in	
  2014.5	
  

Indoor	
  tanning	
  is	
  associated	
  with	
  an	
  increased	
  risk	
  of	
  skin	
  cancer,	
  especially	
  among	
  frequent	
  users	
  
and	
  those	
  starting	
  at	
  a	
  young	
  age.6,	
  7	
  Over	
  6,000	
  melanomas	
  a	
  year	
  are	
  estimated	
  to	
  be	
  attributable	
  
to	
  indoor	
  tanning	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.8	
  	
  	
  Recent	
  research	
  demonstrates	
  that	
  age	
  restrictions	
  are	
  
effective	
  in	
  reducing	
  indoor	
  tanning	
  among	
  minors,	
  compared	
  to	
  parental	
  permission	
  laws	
  alone	
  or	
  
no	
  restrictions.9	
  

According	
  to	
  Centers	
  for	
  Disease	
  Control	
  and	
  Prevention,	
  the	
  annual	
  cost	
  of	
  treating	
  non-­‐melanoma	
  
skin	
  cancer	
  is	
  $4.8	
  billion	
  and	
  $3.3	
  billion	
  for	
  melanoma.10	
  

The	
  National	
  Council	
  supports	
  initiatives	
  and	
  actions	
  to	
  protect	
  the	
  public	
  from	
  and	
  warn	
  the	
  public	
  
about	
  increased	
  skin	
  cancer	
  risk	
  associated	
  with	
  exposure	
  to	
  UV	
  radiation	
  emitted	
  by	
  indoor	
  tanning	
  
devices.	
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